§953.76

right to modify, change, or rescind re-
quests for any reports pursuant to this
section.

(b) Each handler shall establish and
maintain for at least two succeeding
years such records and documents with
respect to potatoes received and pota-
toes disposed of by him as will substan-
tiate the required reports.

(c) For the purpose of assuring com-
pliance with the recordkeeping require-
ments and verifying reports filed by
handlers, the Secretary, and the com-
mittee through its duly authorized em-
ployees, shall have access to such
records.

(d) All reports and records furnished
or submitted by handlers to, or ob-
tained by the employees of, the com-
mittee which contain data or informa-
tion constituting a trade secret or dis-
closing the trade position, financial
condition, or business operations of the
particular handler from whom re-
ceived, shall be treated as confidential
and the reports and all information ob-
tained from records shall at all times
be kept in the custody and under the
control of one or more employees of
the committee who shall disclose such
information to no person other than
the Secretary, or as authorized by the
Secretary. Compilations of general re-
ports from data and information sub-
mitted by handlers is authorized sub-
ject to the prohibition of disclosure of
individual handlers’ identity or oper-
ations.

[33 FR 8504, June 8, 1968]

§953.76 Compliance.

Except as provided in this subpart,
no handler shall ship potatoes, the
shipment of which has been prohibited
by the Secretary in accordance with
provisions of this subpart, and no han-
dler shall ship potatoes except in con-
formity to the provisions of this sub-
part.

§953.77 Right of the Secretary.

The members of the committee (in-
cluding successors and alternates), and
any agent or employee appointed or
employed by the committee, shall be
subject to removal or suspension by
the Secretary at any time. Each and
every order, regulation, decision, de-
termination, or other act of the com-
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mittee, shall be subject to the con-
tinuing right of the Secretary to dis-
approve of the same at any time. Upon
such disapproval, the disapproved ac-
tion of the said committee shall be
deemed null and void, except as to acts
done in reliance thereon or in compli-
ance therewith prior to such dis-
approval by the Secretary.

§953.78 Duration of immunities.

The benefits, privileges, and immuni-
ties conferred upon any person by vir-
tue of this subpart shall cease upon the
termination of this subpart except with
respect to acts done under and during
the existence of this subpart.

§953.79 Agents.

The Secretary may, by designation in
writing, name any person, including
any officer or employee of the Govern-
ment, or name any bureau or division
in the United States Department of Ag-
riculture, to act as his agent or rep-
resentative in connection with any of
the provisions of this subpart.

§953.80 Derogation.

Nothing contained in this subpart is,
or shall be construed to be, in deroga-
tion or in modification of the rights of
the Secretary or of the United States
to exercise any powers granted by the
act or otherwise, or in accordance with
such powers, to act in the premises
whenever such action is deemed advis-
able.

§953.81 Personal liability.

No member or alternate of the com-
mittee, nor any employee or agent
thereof, shall be held personally re-
sponsible, either individually or jointly
with others, in any way whatsoever to
any handler or to any person for errors
in judgment, mistakes, or other acts,
either of commission or omission, as
such member, alternate, or employee,
except for acts of dishonesty.

§953.82 Separability.

If any provision of this subpart is de-
clared invalid, or the applicability
thereof to any person, circumstance, or
thing is held invalid, the validity of the
remainder of this subpart, or the appli-
cability thereof to any other person,
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